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(57) ABSTRACT 

A device is provided for gathering, securing, or bracing 
objects using a tightened coil of flexible cord element. The 
device includes a positioner element to which is attached a 
flexible cord element. The cord element is looped once and 
pulled through a cavity in the positioning element. The 
looped cord element is placed around one or more objects, 
and lightened by pulling the free end of the cord element, 
which is then looped around the objects one or more 
additional times, the additional loops being formed adjacent 
to the positioner element. The coiled assembly is locked in 
place by returning the uncoiled portion of the cord element 
to the positioner element and pushing a section of cord 
element into a clip on the unit. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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HOLDING DEVICE AND METHOD FIGS. 2 depicts the complete device of the present inven- 



tion. 



TECHNICAL FIELD 



FIG. 3 shows a front view of the positioner element of 

The invention relates to devices and methods used to ^ FIG. la. FIG. 3a is a cross sectional view taken along lines 

gather, secure, or brace objects by means of a tightened coil 3a — 3a of FIG. 3; FIG. 3fc is a cross sectional view taken 

using a flexible cord element. along lines 3b — 36 of FIG. 3. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ^ i^l^trates a slot bisecting the coupling cavity, 

opening it lengthwise to the side>facing exterior of the 

A flexible cord element, when coiled around an object 10 positioner clement, 
such as a plant graft or human limb, may serve as a brace or 

tourniquet. When coiled around two or more objects the 1° ^ ^^e device of the presem invention has been 

assembly serves to gather and hold; for instance securing a P^^^ed loosely around a group of rods, 

bundle of firewood or gathering hair into a ponytail. pjQ. 6 the cord element loop has been compressed 

In the prior art various means have been used to secure a around the rod bundle by pulling the cord clement through 

coiled cord element, depending upon the material and situ- the coupling cavity. 

ation. Tape, pins, clips or staples might be used, or the cord ^ , , . . 

element might be knotted or, alternatively, manufactured in ^ ^/^^^^ additional cord element loops that have 

a closed loop such as an elastic band. "^^^^ ^^^^^ ^roup, adjacent to but not 

20 incorporating the positioner element, 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION piG. 8 depicts the completed assembly, with the cord 

The present invention comprises a singular compact posi- clement fastened in the cHp. 
tioner element attached to a flexible cord element. The 

positioner element incorporates an anchoring cavity extend- 25 REFERENCE NUMERALS IN DRAWINGS 

ing partially or fully through the body of the unit, used to Device 

hold one end of a flexible cord element; a coupling cavity, im n ^ 

„ , . .1 L • • J ii 1/ 101 Positioner element 

generally parallel to the anchonng cavity, pierced fully p nf nn^^itioner element 

^, ... J , L • L ...L * J lux rroni 01 positioner eiemeni 

through the unit and through which the strand may pass o 1 ^ 1 

, . 1 1. • u ij '^i- J . • J 103 Back of positioner element 

while simultaneously being held with a predetermined m ^t\A t c 1 

^ cc' J I L L . *L J 104 Left side of positioner element 

amount of faction; and a clip which serves to secure the cord ^n* n- u» ^ J 1 * 

, , J 1 . .V -1 J n -pu 105 Right side of positioner element 

element and complete the coiled assembly. The cavities are ^ix^rj.^ c 1 

1 J -J c • J • 1 f 106 Top of positioner element 

located side-by-side in the lower area 01 the positioner ^n-f r> r 1 

1 . 1- • 1 i J * i 107 Bottom of positioner element 

element, while the clip is located at the top of the positioner tno a t, • •* 

, / r r Anchoring cavity 

element. mn /- r •* 

109 Coupling cavity 

Additionally the present invention comprises a flexible jj^q 

cord element cemented or otherwise attached to the posi- Front-facing clip 

tioner element within the anchoring cavity, looped once and ^2 Upward-facing clip 

passed through the coupling cavity to create an adjustable (^ord element 

loop. In use the loop is placed around an object or group of 40 ^4 Round anchoring cavity 

objects, tightened, and the cord element is looped one or Round coupling cavity 

more additional times around the object or objects, the ^5 r^^j^^ cross-section cord element 

additional loops being formed adjacent to the positioner ^7 Rectangular anchoring cavity 

element, before the remaining cord element is returned to the Rectangular coupling cavity 

positioner element and pressed into and held by the clip. 45 119 Rectangular cross-section cord element 

The present invention also comprises the method of using 120 First cord element end 

the described device. 121 Second cord element end 

One attribute of the device of the present invention is 122 Primary bop 

found in its singular embodiment, wherein a single posi- 123 Slot 

tioner element attached to a cord element comprises both the 124 Rods 

initial compressible loop and the terminal attachment to 125 Auxiliary cord element loops 

form the final coiled assembly. 126 Coiled assembly 

Another attribute of the device is a simpler, more attrac- 
tive visual profile when in use, as compared to the bulkier, DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
more-complicated and less-controllable methods of the prior 

art. FIGS, la-b illustrate the positioner element 101 of the 

The present invention provides a handsome, convenient, present invention, incorporating clip 110 at the unit's top, 

compact and reusable device, and a method to easily install ^"^^ cavities, anchoring cavity 108 and coupling cavity 

and remove a holding assembly utilizing a coiled cord ^ 109, situated side by side at the bottom of the unit and 

element wherever needed. entering the unit generally parallel to each other. Also seen 

is cord element 113, to be attached to positioner element 101 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS to complete the present device. 

FIGS, la-lfc each show a 3/4 view of the positioner FIG. ta indicates one variation of the present device, 

element of the present invention, with possible clip and 65 including front-facing clip 11. Round anchoring cavity 114 

cavity variations, along with a cord element to be attached and round coupling cavity 115 are used to hold and position 

to the unit. round cross-secdon cord element 116. 
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FIG. lb shows another variation of the present device, 
including upward-facing clip 112. Rectangular anchoring 
cavity 117 and rectangular coupling cavity 118 are used here 
to hold and position rectangular cross-section cord element 
119. 

Variations in the shape and direction of clip 110, the 
contours of cavities 108 and 109, and in the cross-sectional 
makeup of cord element 113 wUl depend upon manufactur- 
ing materials, designated usage and preferred esthetics 
determined at the time of production. 

In FIG. 2 cord element 113 has heen attached to positioner 
element 101 by cementing or otherwise affixing first cord 
element end 120 within anchoring cavity 108 so that the cord 

element extends from positioner element front side 102. 
Second cord element end 121 has been looped below and 
moved to back side 103 of unit 101 and drawn through 
alignment cavity 109 to emerge once more from the front 
side of the unit forming primary loop 122. The complete 
device 100 of the present invention is thus embodied. 

Coupling cavity 109 is generally parallel to anchoring 
cavity 108, and is of a shape and size to provide a prede- 
termined amount of friction to cord element 113 as the cord 
element is moved through it. The preferred degree of friction 
might range from none to extremely tight, depending upon 
the usage situation. FIG. 3 is a front view illustrating 
positioner element 101 of FIG. la. FIGS. 3a and 3b depict 
cross-sectional side views. In this case anchoring cavity 108 
does not extend completely through the body of the unit, 
however the cavity may be manufactured completely pierc- 
ing the body when needed while still serving singularly to 
anchor the first cord clement end to the positioner element. 

no. 4 illustrates slot 123 bisecting coupling cavity 109, 
opening the cavity lengthwise along the right or left side of 
positioner element 101 and allowing cord element 113 to be 
placed into or pulled from the cavity by the technique of 
stretching the cord element to reduce its diameter, then 
moving the cord element laterally. Slot 123 might be incor- 
porated into the device as a safety or convenience feature. 

In FIG. 5 primary loop 122 of device 100 has been loosely 
placed around a group of rods 124. 

In FIG. 6 second cord element end 121 has been pulled, 
decreasing the diameter of the loop and tightening it around 
the rod bundle. Hie diameter of loop 122 may be manipu- 
lated by pulling the cord element on either side of coupling 
cavity 109. 

Cord element 113 has been wrapped around the rod 
bundle several times in FIG. 7, with the auxiliary cord 
element loops 125 continuing adjacent to and parallel to 
primary loop 122 and adjacent to positioner element 101. As 
the cord element is coiled it can be tightened to a degree 
preferred by the user. 

In FIG. 8 second cord element end 121 has been pulled 
back toward positioner element 101, and a section of the 
remaining, uncoiled portion of cord element 113 has been 
pushed into and held by clip 110 thereby completing the 
coiled assembly 126. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A holding device comprising: 

a. a cord element having a first end and a second end; 

b. a positioner element having a front side and a back side 
and incorporating an anchoring cavity, a coupling 
cavity, and a clip; 

said cord clement to be attached by its first end to said 
positioner element at said anchoring cavity so that the 
cord element extends from the front side of the posi- 
tioner element, the cord element to be looped below the 
positioner element and drawn through said coupling 
cavity from the positioner element back side and to 
emerge from the front side, the couphng cavity being 
generally parallel to the anchoring cavity, both cavities 
being situated in the lower part of the positioner 
element, the resultant cord element loop being variable 
in diameter when pulled from either side of the cou- 
pling cavity, the loop to be placed around one or more 
objects positioned below the positioner element, the 
loop to be tightened when the cord element is pulled, 
the cord element to be wrapped one or more times 
around said object or objects with the additional cord 
element loops being adjacent and parallel to the initial 
cord element loop while not incorporating the posi- 
tioner element, the remaining uocoHed cord element to 
be returned to the positioner element and a section of 
the cord element to be pushed into and held by said clip, 
the clip being integrated into the top of the positioner 
element, 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the coupling cavity is 
bisected by a slot, opening the length of said cavity to the 
exterior of the positioner element. 

3. A method for gathering, securing, or bracing one or 
more objects, said method comprising: 

placing a loop created of a cord element around said 
object or objects, said loop created by affixing an end 
of said cord element within an anchoring cavity pierced 
into a positioner element so that the cord clement 
projects from the front side of said positioner element, 
the positioner element being pierced through with a 
coupling cavity parallel to said anchoring cavity, both 
cavities being situated in the lower part of the posi- 
tioner element, the cord element being looped below 
the positioner element and threaded through said cou- 
pling cavity from the back side of the positioner 
element to project from the front side of the positioner 
element and produce the loop of cord element, the loop 
being adjustable in size by pulhng the cord element on 
either side of the coupling cavity, the loop being placed 
loosely around the object or objects and tightened, the 
cord element being then wrapped around the object or 
objects one or more additional times while not incor- 
porating the positioner element in said additional loops, 
the remaining cord element being pulled back to the 
positioner element and pushed into and held by a clip 
integrated into the top of the positioner element. 
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